Study Abroad Report

Your insight is valuable for Carlson students just considering or preparing for an exchange.  Please help these students out by emailing a report to jwenzel@csom.umn.edu.  Respond to as many of the following topics as you can, and be sure to include: Your Name, Program attended, Year/Term attended, current email.  

Name: Denise Vander Vorst

Program: MBA, HKUST
Year/Term: Spring 2004

Email: dvandervorst@csom.umn.edu
Academic experiences at the partner school

· general academic structure

MBA program is 1.5 years instead of 2.  MBA classes are very small (about 50 students per class), with 2nd years away completing their mandatory semester abroad.  Interaction with 1st years is very minimal as they are busy with core classes.
· classes taken/ how they compare to courses here

Electives offered is quite limited; however exist to serve the many part-time students enrolled at UST.  Most electives are offered either at night or on Saturdays for 3.5 hours.  In addition, most courses focus on China-specific matters, i.e. Doing Business in China, Managing Alliances in China, etc.  Compared to the courses at Carlson, they are extremely easy with very little in terms of deliverables.  In addition, many of the deliverables center on recapping cases vs. actual analysis.  
· Advising

The staff at the MBA Office are available for help, although expect slow responses.  It is well-known that the school’s recruiting office is of no value.
· surprises/comparison with academic environment in the U.S.

UST and its MBA program have a long way to go to be compared to Carlson’s MBA program.
Logistics at the partner school:

· Orientation/Arrival

UST’s pre-departure information packet was the last of all schools to arrive.  Given this, it was difficult to make plans (travel, course selection to meet Carlson’s requirements, etc.) and any attempts to request this information went unanswered.  It would be extremely helpful to somehow pressure UST to get this information to exchange students earlier.  Information is even more important in this case as very little English is spoken throughout the school. 
· Housing

Housing is NOT up to Western standards.  Although cheap, it is rumored that Exchange students pay more than local students do.  Housing is dorm-like, with no TV or modern amenities, and is completely unsanitary.  Bedbugs and cockroaches are VERY common.  Moreover, the school (this was NOT made clear when I signed up for the program) is 45-60 minutes away from the city (10 minute walk/bus/subway ride or $20 taxi).  Because of all this, 5 exchange students, including myself, moved out of the dorms after 1 month.  I CAN NOT emphasize enough how horrible the housing conditions are and ask that it be communicated to students considering attending UST.  I had a great experience, but I owe it to moving out into a livable apartment in the heart of the city.  However, it must also be communicated that this is very expensive – rents are on par with New York City.
· Meals

Meals on campus are uneatable.  There is a Chinese restaurant and other Chinese fast-food options, in addition to a McDonald’s and Western-style cafeteria.  Students who lived on campus have lost an extraordinary amount of weight.  Malls are about 20-30 minutes away by public transport, and offer better dining options.
· Transportation

A large selection of buses comes to campus, which is a 10 minute walk from dorms/classes.  These buses take you to the subway station, where a 30 minute subway ride will take you to HK Island.
· Student activity groups

The MBA classes are very small; so many activity groups have not been set up.  However, every week there is a luncheon and social events are offered irregularly.
Host Country Culture 

1. What were some surprises or insights you had into the culture of your host country/school?

How far it is from any Westernized school or program I’ve encountered.  Also how little English is spoken, even though the program is conducted in English.
2. What are your recommendations for ways that other exchange students to learn about and become immersed in the culture?

This is difficult as 2nd years are away and 1st years are busy with core classes.  However, a large group of part-time students and undergrads can offer this type of experience.
3. Did you have the chance to learn a second language?  Why or why not?

There is a course offered for Exchange students to learn Mandarin ($130), although Cantonese is spoken in Hong Kong.  Many students enrolled in this class but subsequently dropped out.  The school does have an excellent language center where students can learn any language they prefer.
Social life:  

1. How would you rate your integration with other students from the host university?  

Integration with local students – almost none; integration with exchange students – extremely high.
2. With other international students?

See above.  As for other international students, there aren’t many enrolled in the program – most students are from mainland China or Hong Kong.
3. What were some of the best ways you found to make friends and meet people at the host university?

Going out with Exchange students is very easy.  However, it should be noted that there is a wide range of ages, with some just out of college.
4. What kinds of after-hours and weekend activities would you recommend for other students?

All students will go to expat-areas like Lan Kwai Fong, Soho and Wanchai, however there are other areas in Hong Kong that are much better.  Hong Kong offers great hiking & is also a good base to travel Asia from.
5. If you traveled with your family, how was their integration into the host community?  Did you find any particularly helpful resources for them?

N/A
Other:

1. Budgeting:  how much would you recommend students take with them? How much would you say would be the monthly living expenses in the city you lived in including rent/food/misc. expenses? 

HK is very expensive vs. other parts of Asia (excluding Seoul and Tokyo).  Every person’s social life is different, but prices are on par with New York (i.e. $10 for a drink).
2. Do you have suggestions on the types of students who would be well suited to this program?

I had a great experience but this was because I was much more interested in living in a fun city than getting anything academic out of the program.  This opportunity is perfect for someone who wants to live in Hong Kong, travel and go to school only 1 day/week.  I again must reiterate my happiness was also largely due to the fact that I lived in Hong Kong and not in a dorm an hour outside the city.
3. Did you need a visa to enter the country? If so, how did you apply for one and how long did it take to receive? 

Student visas are handled by UST and cost under $20.  Timing is minimal.
4. What recommendations would you give to other CSOM students going on this program (to bring, to wear, etc.)?

When I first came to HK at the end of January, the country was experiencing extreme cold weather.  For about 2 weeks, it was miserable living in a dorm without heat…you could actually see your breath inside the dorm.  However, now it is almost June and it’s about 85 degrees.  In between the heat and cold is the rainy season.  Basically, bring enough clothes to last 4 seasons.  Also, Hong Kongers dress nicely and when going out, people make an effort to look good.
5. General recommendations for study abroad:

Hong Kong is a very fun city!  This program is great for someone who wants to feel like they’re on vacation for 4 months!
If you would be willing to be contacted by prospective students to this program, please let us know how we can reach you!  Your preferred e-mail (for student contacts), and address/phone (for our office) would be much appreciated!

Sure – email as above; phone: 646/594-9860
Please return your report (preferably as an e-mail attachment) to:

Janelle Wenzel, International Programs 
Carlson School of Management, University of Minnesota

321 19th Avenue South, Ste. 4-104

Minneapolis, MN  55455

jwenzel@csom.umn.edu
