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Academic experiences at the partner school

1. General academic structure:
The general academic structure consists of three-month semesters with two-credit elective courses of 12 to 18 hours each. Classes are scheduled to accommodate professor calendars, so they don’t follow any patterns (morning/afternoon, weekly, etc). You could have several classes the same week and none on some weeks, depending on your choices. Carlson required that I took 16 credits, which equated to eight courses, not counting French, which was not accepted for credit by Carlson. You could, however, sign up for as many courses as you wanted as long as they were not full already, which was the case in multiple courses. If you really want to take advantage of the academic learning aspect of the program, sign up for as many courses as you can. However, I believe that the study abroad program allows you to learn much more than academics, by participating in all the socials and spending time with locals. If you do this, you won’t have time to take more courses than the required ones. 
2. Classes taken/ how they compare to courses here:
During the spring session that I attended the option of electives was very limited at HEC. I heard that it is usually better in fall, but as Carlson students we don’t have the option of going in fall. In addition to fewer class hours, in general, courses seemed to be lighter in homework than at Carlson. That was the general consensus with other exchange students coming from various U.S. universities. However, a few of the courses required extensive reading and project work outside of class.
I took the following courses:
· An MBA Coaching Experience: interesting but not recommended. I felt like it was a waste of time with all the business knowledge that I still have to learn. This is something to do one-to-one and not in a class where you are required to share private issues with your classmates. I would have been better off with any of the other courses –at least I would have learnt something!
· Geopolitics & Global Power Play: interesting and recommended. For anyone interested in international business, it is an advantage to know the historical and political background of each region in the world. The problem with this class is that it tries to cover a lot in little time, and not everything gets discussed (Africa for example). In addition, the instructor is a little bit of a monotonous speaker, and still uses transparencies for visuals, which sometimes made the class hard to follow. Also the materials were a little bit outdated, and there was a considerable amount of work to do to pass this course (lots of reading, a six-page country report and a take-home exam). All in all, I am glad I took this class.
· Indispensable Asia: very interesting and very recommended. This was a topic not generally covered in Carlson courses, so it was well worth it, especially with all the hype about China’s rapid economical development these days. The professor was very knowledgeable, and he made the class interesting. There was also a large research paper required in this course.
· International Negotiations: very interesting and very recommended. This was my favorite course and my favorite professor. I had already taken negotiations classes, so I was worried that the class would be a repeat (“Getting to Yes” and the like), but it wasn’t. The professor used his own materials, which were very different from what I expected. He had extensive experience doing international negotiations for business and government, and used great examples to illustrate all the concepts. Don’t be discouraged by the poor translation in the preliminary tests, as even with that, the class worked out great. It was definitely very entertaining, useful and educational.
· Mergers & Acquisitions: from Theory to Practice: interesting but only recommended if you have the finance background required. I did not, so it was very hard to follow. Carlson only requires Financial Management (MBA6230), which is not enough. You need to know how to value a company. I learnt, but it was very hard to do my project, and I feel like I miss out a lot of what was being said in class. The nice part is that this class was held at the Chamber of Commerce in Paris, which was good for a change.
· Strategy in Emerging Markets: very interesting and very recommended. This class used cases to analyze different strategies in emerging markets. The professor kept the course entertaining and the cases were relevant. I also liked this professor. There was also a paper required to complete this course.
· Swim with the Press (PR for business): very interesting and recommended. This was a light class in a topic that is not offered at Carlson. It is a fun class worth taking, as chances are that you will be confronted with the press at some time or another of your business career. However, it is not one of those critical things that you need to know in order to succeed in business (such as finance, per my M&A class discussion). There is no homework or exam for this course, but the professor is tough with the grades for no particular reason.
· Turnaround Management: very interesting and very recommended if you speak French fluently. This is the only business course in French that I took, and I really liked it, although I must admit that I missed about 20% of what was said in the class due to language limitations. Still, with the other 80%, I am happy that I took this course. The materials are in English, and the professor has a lot of experience.
· French: not so interesting but very recommended. I strongly believe that you should take advantage of the fact that you are in France to improve your French. It’s free! 
3. Advising:
There were advising services but I did not use them.
4. Surprises/comparison with academic environment in the U.S: 
Regarding academic affairs, the French bureaucracy is embedded in HEC as well, so be prepared to wait, be told that they are busy, and not see things as well organized as you are used to at Carlson. Professors are all highly accredited (ambassadors and the like), but not always as good pedagogically. There is also a big distinction between full-time students and exchange students, unlike at Carlson.
Logistics at the partner school:

1. Orientation/Arrival:
There was a general lack of information in the weeks preceding the trip. Do not expect a nice package with everything you need to know in advance, as you would do at Carlson. There were some random emails sent that some people received and some not, and they did not send receipt acknowledgments of our forms, resulting in some confusion regarding registration and housing.
2. Housing:
This was the only big nightmare of my experience. The MBA housing on campus is apparently run by a private company independent from HEC, and they do not care about accommodating MBA students but making money. I signed up for MBA housing in advance and well before the deadline. However, they then said that they had not received my email, and after Joe got involved, they finally confirmed that they had received my email, and that I had a confirmed room at the MBA building. Nonetheless, when I arrived they said that the MBA housing was full, and that they were putting me with the general school housing, where the bathrooms and showers are co-ed and shared, my room was in the fourth floor without elevator, there were no laundry facilities, and the neighbors were all 21-year-old students. I had chosen to be on campus for the first month because I wanted to network and get to know the people in the MBA program, but instead, I was staying in a grim campus without meeting anyone. It cost me an immense amount of arguing time and stress to finally get a room at the MBA building, but by then I was so upset that I wanted to move to Paris. I found a room in the Cite Internationale Universitaire de Paris for the second month, which is a huge dorm campus for University students from all over the world. I was lucky that I got a room in the House of the French Provinces, as I was finally able to meet French people, and the house was very nice (a million times better than the general dorms at the HEC campus, cheaper, and *IN* Paris). If you are on a budget and you want to live in Paris, I definitely recommend that you apply for a room in the Cite Internationale Universitaire. Other exchange students were able to find sublets and short-term apartments to rent in the city, but they paid double, triple and even quadruple what I paid. If you have the money, go for it. There is nothing more sublime than being able live in the coolest parts of Paris, and be able to walk everywhere.
3. Meals:
The campus cafeteria is not the best in the world, as cafeterias goes, but it’s much better than the ones at the University of Minnesota. At least the menus are varied and healthier. It is certainly cheap. When you are on campus, you don’t have other options anyway, other than K’fet, where you can get pizza and hotdogs (never ate there, as the cafeteria was good enough for me).
4. Transportation:
If you have extra money, buy a used car. However, if you are on a budget as most students, you can easily move around using public transportation. Getting to and from campus from Paris is challenging, only because you have to make a connection which only runs once an hour during off-peak hours, and the last one is about 10:15pm. This means that if you miss your connection you either have to wait for an hour, or you are stuck and need to take a cab. Also, once you get to Jouy-en-Josas, you need to walk up a nice big hill to get to campus that you will learn to hate on rainy and cold days as much as on late nights (i.e. if you like going out on weekends and you don’t have a car, move to Paris!)
5. Student activity groups: 
I spent most of my time with the other 30 or so exchange students, but many of the new full-time students were also interested in checking out new places in Paris, so I mingled quite a bit. The MBA Student Association was pretty good at organizing events such as dinners, integration ski trip, piano bar nights, city tours, etc. The HEC Grand Ecole Student Association was great at organizing big parties on campus. These parties were wild and famous, but the crowd was usually too young. 
Host Country Culture 

1. What were some surprises or insights you had into the culture of your host country/school? 
All the French people that I got to know were extremely nice and generous. In my opinion, the myth of the French being unwelcoming simply boils down to terrible customer service in businesses. It is certainly the worst that I’ve seen in the world, and French bureaucracy is very bad too. Going to the bank or the post office was generally a drag. People usually associate the bad service with an unfriendly culture, which is false. People are friendly, and waiters are not, maybe because they don’t get additional tips for good service (it’s always included in the bill).
Another surprise was to realize that the HEC School was so highly recognized in France. Getting into this school is very competitive, so people that go there are seen as geniuses. This is the case for the HEC Grand Ecole program, but no for the MBA program, but the majority of the people doesn’t know the difference, and are really impressed when you tell them that you study there. Saying that you study at HEC will open many doors in France (though not too many outside of France).
2. What are your recommendations for ways that other exchange students can learn about and become immersed in the culture?
· Learn French before going, it helps a lot! I think I profited of the experience a million times more than other exchange students that did not speak French
· Try as hard as you can to mix with the locals instead of being all the time with American exchange students

· Live in Paris rather than on campus after the second month
· Spend time in France rather than travelling to a different country every weekend. Some exchange students do this, as if they will never be able to go back to Europe or something, but by doing this they missed out on a lot of the French things.
3. Did you have the chance to learn a second language?  Why or why not?
Yes, I did, and I’m very glad I did. Progress was slow but I could really notice it at the end. If I hadn’t spent most of my time with foreign students that only spoke English, my progress would have been even bigger. Luckily I did meet some locals to practice with, especially at the French House in the Cite Universitaire where I lived.
Social life:  

1. How would you rate your integration with other students from the host university?  
It was great. I did participate in almost all activities organized by them, which helped. Other exchange students avoided coming to campus because of the hard commute from Paris, but they did miss out a lot.
2. How would you rate your integration with other international students? 
This was without a doubt the most integration that I did. It was easy to get together with other international students every day for different activities. Some of them became great friends of mine.
3. What were some of the best ways you found to make friends and meet people at the host university?
Participating in all the events and activities offered by the student association, from dinner parties, to wine-tasting classes, to piano bar nights, to consulting club meetings, and many more. The most important event, where you can really forge some good friendships, is the integration weekend. Do not miss it! 

4. What kinds of after-hours and weekend activities would you recommend for other students?
All of the above. In addition, don’t forget to hit the museums the first Sunday of each month –they are free! The Cite Universitaire also has parties often. My favorite weekend activity was the Paris-roller Friday nights and Sunday afternoons. It’s an amazing feeling to rollerblade on the streets of Paris with thousands of others!
5. If you traveled with your family, how was their integration into the host community?  Did you find any particularly helpful resources for them? 
I travelled alone.

Other:

1. Budgeting:  how much would you recommend students take with them? How much would you say would be the monthly living expenses in the city you lived in including rent/food/misc. expenses? 
This depends on your lifestyle. I chose to do everything without restrictions, so I took out a big loan and forgot about it. Being in Paris is an amazing experience, so don’t waste it by saving money there. Go out to eat as much as you can. This is the best food in the world!
2. Do you have suggestions on the types of students who would be well suited to this program? 
People that can value the French sophistication, their appreciation for elegance, beauty, high quality food and wine, art and intellectual discussions. If you are going to hang out all the time with American students in expat bars, you might just as well stay home.
3. Did you need a visa to enter the country? If so, how did you apply for one and how long did it take to receive?   
I did not need a visa to enter the country as a tourist for up to three months, but since the program was a little over that, I decided not to risk it and get a student visa. I flew to New York and had the visa done the same day without a problem.
4. What recommendations would you give to other CSOM students going on this program (to bring, to wear, etc.)?  
It rains all the time in winter, so bring warm and waterproof clothes. Also, I was glad to have sent my ski gear and rollerblades by mail in advance, so that I could go skiing a couple times in the Alps, and rollerblading many times in Paris. It is well worth it! (unless you want to buy everything new there). Do not bring too many clothes, as there are sales all through February and you can take that opportunity to get a new <and French> wardrobe.
5. General recommendations for study abroad: be open minded and flexible, and make an effort to mingle. Also, show your interest for the local culture. If you are not interested or you don’t like it, why are you there?
6. What resources did you use to plan your trip or semester travels that you think other students should know about?
The best advice came from the students that had gone there the year before. After that, the Lonely Planet guide of France was very useful too.
7. Did you receive a scholarship for your study abroad program?  If so, can you tell us about the award, how you found it, and the details of the application process?
No, I did not receive an award, and I was upset about the fact that the scholarships that were offered at Carlson for study abroad were supposed to be awarded before you even knew that you were going on a program. This information was not clear to me when I started looking into the Carlson study abroad programs. This system seems backwards. I applied for the scholarship right after I knew I was going on the program (in March), but I was told that the deadline had passed, and that my application was not even going to be considered. Apparently the scholarship went un-awarded, as it often does. Why do they have a scholarship fund then? I am deeply in debt after the program, and the scholarship could have helped a little. I do not regret being in debt though, as the program was one the best experiences I had in my life.  I also tried researching through the U of M resources for studying abroad but I was unable to reach anyone that offered scholarships to MBA students. 
If you would be willing to be contacted by prospective students to this program, please let us know how we can reach you!  Your preferred e-mail (for student contacts), and address/phone (for our office) would be much appreciated!
Yes, I am open to be contacted by prospective students.
Please return your report (preferably as an e-mail attachment) to:

Joe Mosher, International Programs 

Carlson School of Management, University of Minnesota

321 19th Avenue South, Ste. 4-104

Minneapolis, MN  55455

jmosher@csom.umn.edu
